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end to this kind of thing. On the 22nd February 1933,
Hitler found himself obliged to issue a decree against these
transgressions. The conduct of these bullies was certainly
condemned, but Hitler could not forgo mentioning in the
appeal that * the provocative elements among opponents
were to blame for these excesses'.
In Defence of Hinderiburg
After the Reichstag fire there was the greatest disharmony
in the cabinet. Goering, who was well aware that a public
trial of the alleged incendiaries would only lead to a great
exposure, urged with all his energy that his five scapegoats
should be executed immediately without trial. He was of
the opinion that in this way the world would be more easily
convinced that the Reichstag had been set on fire by Com-
munists and not by National Socialists. At .this period
Papen and Hugenberg were not completely intimidated, and
they succeeded in passing a resolution at a ministerial council
that a regular trial was to be held over the affair of the fire.
Goering raved at this decision. He appeared to have the
intention of carrying out an immediate coup de main with the
assistance of the S.A. At any rate it leaked out that on the
4th March 1933, the day before the new elections, the S.A.
were to parade in all parts of Germany and improve the
occasion by risking a putsch. It transpired that Hitler
intended to make use of the opportunity to take Hindenburg
prisoner, and compel him to transfer to the National Socialist
Party, * constitutionally3 so to say, all those powers which
otherwise it would have to win piecemeal.
Goering had found a label for this day : it was to be the
* day of the awakening nation ', and in this very label there
was a veiled threat against all opposition.
Papen, now backed by Hugenberg and the Stahlhelm,
got mnd of events and immediately mobilised the armed
Stahlhelm. His original idea was to place Hindenburg in
safety in the Doeberitz military camp, but Hindenburg did
not think with him. Before the S.A. could march into Berlin
the Stahlhelm mustered powerful cohorts there and flung a